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A strong matriarch born in 1897, Alice immi-

grated to America from San Jorge Island in 
the Azores in 1903 with her mother and broth-
ers to join her father. Samuel Mattos, Alice’s 
father, was already in America working and 
saving money for the family’s travels. The 
Mattos family first settled in the San Francisco 
Bay Area, where Alice and her family experi-
enced the legendary 1906 San Francisco 
earthquake. Soon after, the Mattos family de-
cided to make their home in California’s Cen-
tral Valley in the lovely communities of Dos 
Palos and then Gustine in Merced County. It 
was in Gustine where Mrs. Sanders attended 
high school and met her future husband Clar-
ence Leonard Sanders. They married in 1913 
and moved to the State of Oregon soon after 
following a job offer made to her husband. 

After a few years living in Oregon, the cou-
ple and their two children, Isabel and Marvin, 
returned to the Central Valley and settled in 
Atwater, California in 1922. The family be-
came entrepreneurs in 1947 when they bought 
a farm and began operating a dairy and al-
mond orchard. Alice worked as a seamstress 
for many years for a local company called 
Passadori’s and it was during these times she 
befriended many people in the community who 
still remember her today. 

A woman described as kindhearted and 
courageous, Alice took pride in raising her 
children well and doing what she could to 
make sure her family’s needs were met. In 
1963, Alice and her husband Clarence cele-
brated their 50th wedding anniversary. A year 
later, Alice would become a widow and still 
continue on as a strong, independent woman 
with many years to live ahead of her. As one 
of the world’s oldest Portuguese women, Alice 
will be remembered for her formidable spirit 
and splendid character. 

Alice Sanders was part of a generation that 
endured incredible hardships to get to America 
and build a life for themselves and their fami-
lies. Mrs. Sanders will be remembered for her 
commitment to her family and community and 
the lives she so graciously touched. She saw 
three centuries and a world full of change; she 
is a true inspiration to us all. I am honored 
and humbled to join her family in celebrating 
the life of an amazing woman. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. NEIL ABERCROMBIE 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 13, 2007 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Madam Speaker, I re-
gret that I was unable to record my vote on 
rollcall No. 1155. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
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TRIBUTE TO JOHN FISHELL FOR 35 
YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE 
TO THE UNITED STATES NAVY 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 13, 2007 

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and pay tribute to an individual 
whose dedication and contributions to his 

community, the United States Navy and our 
country has been exceptional. The Naval Sur-
face Warfare Center located in Corona, Cali-
fornia has been fortunate to have dynamic and 
dedicated leaders and John Fishell is one of 
these individuals. I am sorry that I will not be 
able to attend his retirement ceremony which 
will be held on Tuesday, December 18, 2007. 

John began his career at Corona in 1972 as 
a Missile Flight Analyst, soon after graduating 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical 
Engineering from the University of Texas, El 
Paso. His early career involved traveling the 
globe analyzing missile tests for the Navy. 
John was the on-board missile analyst for the 
first 22 missile tests on the USS Norton Sound 
(AVM–1), the development test ship for to-
day’s state-of-the-art Aegis combat system. 
Thirty-five years later, this missile system is 
America’s mainstay defense system on the 
Fleet of Aegis Destroyers and Cruisers. In ad-
dition to being a missile flight analyst, various 
groups that John led early in his career devel-
oped several of the foundational databases 
and analysis software the Navy uses to as-
sess its combat and weapon systems today. 

As Associate Head of the Measurement 
Science Directorate in 1993, John was ap-
pointed to coordinate all 1995 Base Re-align-
ment and Closure (BRAC) efforts at Corona. 
From 1993–1995, he led the team that made 
the case for Corona’s military value to the 
Navy. John and his team were successful in 
articulating Corona’s military value and why its 
function needed to remain in Norco in order to 
maintain its value to the Navy. The Navy rec-
ognized John’s leadership during the BRAC 
process and awarded him the Navy Award of 
Merit for Group Achievement. 

Following several leadership roles at Co-
rona, John was promoted to Head of the 
Measurement Science Directorate in August 
1995. As director of the Navy’s top metrology 
calibration directorate, he worked to signifi-
cantly increase the metrology research and 
development program funding. He served as 
MS director until his promotion to Corona’s top 
technical director position in January 2002. 

During John’s tenure as technical director, 
he has overseen significant facilities improve-
ments at Corona. In 2002, the Measurement 
Science and Technology Laboratory (MSTL)— 
a 39,000 sq. ft. environmental laboratory—was 
completed. The MSTL is a top facility that sup-
ports Navy and Marine Corps weapons and 
interface gages, force and dimensional calibra-
tion standards, and electro-optics research 
and development. In 2008, Corona will com-
plete the $11.5 million extension of the Joint 
Warfare Assessment Laboratory, one of the 
Navy’s premiere analysis labs. This 39,000 
square-foot expansion significantly increases 
the secure analysis workspace to 87,000 
square feet and will aid the base’s primary 
mission: Assessing the warfighting capability 
of ships, aircraft, missiles, and weapons sys-
tems for the Navy and other Armed Forces. 
John has also overseen planning for three ad-
ditional labs in the future, as part of a long- 
term plan to enhance Corona’s facilities. 

In addition to Corona’s facilities, John has 
led many institutional transformations that 
have helped Corona meet today’s demand for 
its technical services, while positioning the or-
ganization to meet future requirements. In 
2004, John guided Corona’s growth from four 
departments to six, resulting in cost savings to 
the Navy and better alignment of technical ca-
pabilities for naval programs. 

John has been instrumental in creating long- 
term professional development programs at 
Corona that will strengthen the organization 
for years to come. Under his direction, Corona 
embedded a systemic Employee Development 
Program to institutionalize professional devel-
opment for future generations of Corona em-
ployees. These efforts were recognized by the 
University of the Notre Dame Mendoza Col-
lege of Business’ highest recognition, The 
Outstanding Leadership in Executive Edu-
cation Award. The development program has 
also received international acclaim as a case 
study for its proactive and innovative approach 
to managing leadership development, career, 
and succession planning. During John’s time 
as the senior civilian, Corona has also been 
recognized as one of the Top Companies to 
Work For in the Inland Empire. 

In addition to strengthening Corona’s work-
force, John has been a strong proponent of 
being active in professional organizations. He 
served as Measurement Science Conference 
President and in various liaison positions for 
National Conference of Standards Labora-
tories International. He was also a founding 
member of the Inland Empire Chapter of the 
American Society of Naval Engineers and its 
Chairman from 1995–96. From 2001–2003, he 
served on the National Cooperation for Lab-
oratory Accreditation Board of Directors and 
has served as the Science and Technology 
Education Partnership (STEP) Conference Co- 
chairman since 2001 and STEP’s Vice Presi-
dent of Operations since 2003. 

I’ve known John for many years and am sin-
cerely grateful for all the work he has done for 
our Nation, our community, NSWC, Corona 
and for STEP. His absence will be deeply felt 
in our community. I also congratulate John for 
receiving the Navy Meritorious Civilian Service 
Award for exemplary service to the Naval Sur-
face Warfare Center, Corona Division. I com-
mend John for his many years of excellent 
service and wish him health and happiness in 
retirement. 
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IN HONOR OF FIREFIGHTER DAVID 
M. LOVING OF RICHMOND 

HON. ERIC CANTOR 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 13, 2007 

Mr. CANTOR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Firefighter David M. Loving of the 
Richmond, Virginia Department of Fire and 
Emergency Medical Services and to congratu-
late him on receiving the National Public Safe-
ty Medal of Valor award. This award is the 
highest national award for bravery by a public 
safety officer and it recognizes extraordinary 
valor above and beyond the call of duty. 

On August 6, 2005, Firefighter Loving was 
off-duty and on his way home after completing 
a 24-hour shift when he came upon the scene 
of a horrific traffic accident on Interstate 95. A 
motor home had rear-ended an 18-wheeler 
parked on the shoulder of the highway. Fire-
fighter Loving stopped to offer assistance and 
was advised that there were people trapped 
inside the motor home. As the motor home 
filled with smoke, Firefighter Loving, without 
any safety gear, climbed inside the vehicle 
and was able to untangle the victim and pull 
him to safety. Within minutes, the motor home 
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